Agriculture 11 (Half Year)
Communication Plan for Fall 2015
Mr. Michael Wilson (Room 313)
Email: mrwilson@nspes.ca
Website: http://mrwilsonswebsite.weebly.com/
 

Agriculture 11 will allow students to investigate and research the different agricultural industries and products found in both Nova Scotia and around the world.  Throughout this course, students will have the opportunity to explore several examples of modern farming techniques as well as examining various marketing tools used by the agricultural industry.  This course will look at how agriculture has evolved over the years and where it is going in the future.  I hope you find this course informative and interesting. Below are some of the subjects we will be examining:
· Fundamentals of Agriculture/Agrifoods and Health and Safety: In this topic we will build on what you may already know about agriculture.  We will examine the significance of agriculture in our day-to-day lives. Included in this unit is a discussion of health and safety and an examination of the Nova Scotia Occupational Health and Safety Act. 
· Primary Production Systems: What has happened to agriculture over the past 100 years? This topic will allow us to discover changes in agriculture due to technology, science, and the role of government on the production of agricultural products.
· Support Systems: In this section, we will examine the different marketing tools used by the agricultural and agrifoods industries.  How do the get our attention and ensure we continue to purchase their products available to us?
· Foods: We will look at everything from food processing to the selling of food.  How do they make food safe? How do I eat healthy foods and avoid unhealthy ones?  These questions and more will be examined in this section.
· Final Project:  This project will be due at the end of the course.  Here you will pick a product or industry and conduct research to compile your project.  More information on this project will be discussed later in the year.
 
 This course will consist of reading, answering questions, homework checks, frequent quizzes, tests, projects, essays, and assignments.   We will be moving at a fairly fast pace so attendance is a key component to success in this course.  

Due dates for assignments will be posted on all assignments and in the classroom, room 313.  Missing assignments will be marked as incomplete until they are passed in.  It is your responsibility to ensure this work gets finished or you run the risk of receiving an incomplete for the course.   Any missed tests will be written the next day you are present at noon.
The Use of Technology

As we move through the course, technology in the classroom will play an important role in our daily learning.  I strongly encourage students to bring their own devices (smartphones, tablets, laptops, etc.…) that can be used to help you in daily lessons, assignments, and projects.   There will be times where we will use no technology at all, and other times where we use it often.  

In the classroom, I will have a set of ten iPads that students can access as needed.  Because our classes will be much larger than ten, I encourage you to bring your own device if possible.  
Class Rules 
1.      You are expected to arrive on time with you materials and be ready to work.
2.      No food or drink allowed within the classroom (except water).
3.      You must ask permission to leave the class at anytime. 

4.   Students are expected to respect their fellow classmates.
      5.   Students are expected to remain on task during class time.

      6.   No cell phones are permitted in the classroom.  If I see them I will take them.

      7.   Students must listen to the teacher and classmates while they are speaking. 
IF THE CLASSROOM RULES ARE NOT FOLLOWED, THE FIVE POINT PLAN WILL BE USED.
FIVE POINT PLAN
 Step #1:  Friendly reminder of the rules.

Step #2:  Teacher/Student Conference

Step #3:  One Noon Hour Detention

Step #4: Contact with Parents/Guardian

Step #5: Office Referral
Assignments and Evaluation

Assignments/Homework
40%

Projects


30%

Tests



30%

TOTAL


100%

Mark Weights            
Semester Mark         
     100%                
TOTAL

     100%

